
"As I continue to integrate the skills learned [in the Designing with 
Accessibility in Mind workshop] into my courses, I can easily see how 

the overall feel of the course has improved." 
Delores E. McNair, Ed.D., Associate Professor, Educational & Organizational 

Leadership, Benerd College



How did you hear about this workshop? Colleagues in the school of 
education participated in sessions offered by Sloan (OLC) and later 
several of us attended two OLC conferences. The excitement generated 
by these conferences motivated me to strengthen my skills not only in 
online teaching, but also in the actual design of online/hybrid courses.

Why the need/interest in this workshop? I’ve taken three OLC 
workshops – two prior to taking the foundational course in online 
teaching and one subsequent to the foundational course (this is one of 
three electives I’m taking to become certified in online teaching).

The workshop, Designing with Accessibility in Mind, was especially 
relevant because I knew that although I have had some training in this 
area, I still had more to learn.

How did the workshop help you in your position/career? My 
previous experiences had mostly focused on students with visual 
impairments while the workshop from OLC broadened that focus to 
include students with hearing impairments, students with dyslexia, and 
even students who are colorblind. As a result of attending this 
workshop, I’ve learned good practices related to organizing my course 
in our LMS (Canvas). This includes the ways I create links to course 
materials and also the ways I create both presentations and 
documents.

In looking at accessibility more broadly, I am including screen casts in 
more places in my courses. This includes providing an overview of an 
assignment in addition to the written description of the assignment. 
Many students may miss some of the details in the written assignment 
and may respond more favorably to an audio-visual overview.

To whom and why you would recommend this workshop? This 
workshop would be valuable to anyone who is interested in developing 
fully-accessible course materials in face-to-face, hybrid, and online 
environments. This asynchronous course is packed with information 
and resources, offers many opportunities to collaborate with others in 
the course, and to try out new ways of creating accessible materials.

Broadening the Focus on Accessibility:  Developing Fully-Accessible Course Materials
TOP BENEFITS OF THIS WORKSHOP:

"This workshop was very well organized and 
integrated the principles being taught. I felt 

completely inspired by this course as I built on my 
previous knowledge in this area." 

About Delores

I serve as the program lead for our doctorate in 
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• Created a more universally-accessible
course site.

• Developed additional ways to present
materials to all students in the course.

• Broadened understanding of invisible
disabilities that may affect students’
learning experiences.

• Became a resource for colleagues who
may not have taken this or similar
types of courses related to accessibility.

• Developed a set of resources that
support teaching and learning.
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